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Contacts 

 

Academic Guidance Counsellor 

Pamela Hunnisett   =  pamela.hunnisett@ffca-calgary.com 

 

Financial Inquiries including Banquet Tickets 

Sherri Codd    sherri.codd@ffca-calgary.com 

 

Administrators:  

Principal – Michelle Newell michelle.newell@ffca-calgary.com 

Assistant Principal - Colin Marshall    colin.marshall@ffca-calgary.com 

 

GRAD COMMITTEE: 

STUDENTS STAFF PARENTS 
Jessica Hibbard 

Tapiwa Moyo 

Angel Sison 

Shogo Nakahara 

Rudra Natu 

Ranjot Dosanjh 

Roham Farzamfar 

 

Ms. Tanya Ahmed 
Ms. Sherri Codd 
Ms. Lara Grunow 
Ms. Pamela Hunnisett 
Mr. Colin Marshall 
Mr. Bryan Anene 
 

Mrs. Hibbard 

Mr. Ivancevic 
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Communications 

There are many ways to access the information that you need for your Gr 12 year. 

Please check out the following: 

➢ Refer to this handbook  

➢ Important Information for Grade 12s in the following Edsby Groups: 

o Grad Class 2026 

o Guidance Counsellor Info & Tips 

o SHS Scholarship Information 

➢ SHS FFCA Website > Student Information 

➢ Information will be distributed through e-mail updates and newsletters. 

➢ Student (in school) and Parent (online evening) Information Sessions (TBD) 

➢ Do your research and connect with post-secondary school websites and open 

houses. 

Graduation Requirements  

Prior to the November break Ms. Hunnisett will be meeting with each Gr.12 student 

to discuss credit checks for graduation in Alberta and their plans for the future.  

These requirements can also be checked by the student/family at any time on My 

Pass under Credentials. 

Meeting with Ms. Hunnisett:  Ms. Hunnisett is also available to guide the post-

secondary planning and applications.  Students will be scheduled to meet, but 

students and parents are welcome to set up an appointment during the school day – 

generally, I prefer in-person meetings, but a video or phone call during school hours 

can also be booked.  Bookings can be made via this link: 

https://doodle.com/bp/pamelahunnisett/shs-guidance-counsellor-for-academic-

post-secondary-advising 

 

 

 

 

https://doodle.com/bp/pamelahunnisett/shs-guidance-counsellor-for-academic-post-secondary-advising
https://doodle.com/bp/pamelahunnisett/shs-guidance-counsellor-for-academic-post-secondary-advising
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       HIGH SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS 
ALBERTA HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS                         

100 CREDITS 

FFCA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
CHARTER REQUIREMENTS                                  

Earn a minimum of 100 credits in the following 

courses: 
® English 30 level-30-1 or 30-2; AND 

® Social Studies 30 level-30-1 or 30-2; AND 

® Math 20 level- 20-1, 20-2, or 20-3; AND 

® Science 20 level (Science 20, Science 24, Biology 20, 

Chemistry 20, or Physics 20 or may alternatively be 

met with the 10 credit combination of Science 14 and 

Science 10); AND 

® Physical Education 10; AND 

® Career and Life Management (CALM) 20; AND 

Earn 100+ credits in the following courses: 
® English 30-1 or 30-2; AND 

® Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2; AND 

® Mathematics 30-1 or 30-2*; AND 

® At least one of the sciences at the 30 level *(Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics, or Science 30); AND 

® Physical Education 30*; AND 

® Career and Life Management (CALM) 20; AND 

® Leadership with Character 35*; AND 

 

Earn 10 credits, in any combination: 
® Career and Technology Studies (CTS) courses 

® Fine and Performing Arts courses 

® Second Language courses 

® Physical Education 20 and/or 30 

® Locally Developed and Authorized courses in CTS, 

fine arts, second languages or K&E occupational 

courses; AND 

Earn 10 credits, in any combination: 
® Career and Technology Studies (CTS) courses 

® Fine and Performing Arts courses 

® Second Language courses 

® Physical Education 20 and/or 30 

® Locally Developed and Authorized courses in CTS, fine 

arts, second languages or K&E occupational courses; 

AND 

Earn 10 more credits, in any 30 level course (in 

addition to English 30-1 or 30-2 and Social 

Studies 30-1 or 30-2) from: 
® 30 level Math, Science, Fine Arts, Second Languages, 

or PE 

® 30 level CTS courses 

® 30 level Locally Developed and Authorized courses 

® 30 level Work Experience courses 

Earn 10 more credits, in any 30 level course (in 

addition to English 30-1 or 30-2 and Social Studies 

30-1 or 30-2) from: 
® 30 level Math, Science, Fine Arts, Second Languages, 

or PE 

® 30 level CTS courses 

® 30 level Locally Developed and Authorized courses 

® 30 level Work Experience courses 

**Provincial diploma exams are required for: English 

30-1 and 30-2; French Language Arts 30-1; Social 30-1 

and 30-2; Math 30-1 and 30-2 (in English or French); 

Science 30; Biology 30; Chemistry 30 and Physics 30.  

Final marks in these courses are a blend of school 

marks and the Diploma Exam marks (the Diploma 

Exam is worth 30%; your school mark is worth 70%) 

*course requirements that are italicized with a star * 

after them are requirements that are specific to FFCA’s 

charter 

**Provincial diploma exams are required for: English 

30-1 and  30-2; Social 30-1 and 30-2; Math 30-1 and 30-

2; Science 30; Biology 30; Chemistry 30 and Physics 30.  

Final marks in these courses are a blend of school marks 

and the Diploma Exam marks (the Diploma Exam is 

worth 30%; your school mark is worth 70%) 

(Failure to meet these requirements could impact a student’s ability to participate in the graduation ceremony and 

banquet, this decision is at the discretion of the school.) 
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Grade 12 Checklists for Success: 

❑ Work hard this year: Your marks are going to be very important in your admission applications.  

Plus, working hard establishes the habits you need for post-secondary education. 

❑ Courses you NEED: Ensure that you are registered for the courses that you need for the admission 

requirements in your preferred programs. You should have at the minimum 5 - 30-level courses at 5 

credits each, plus Leadership 30 (3credits) and Physical Education (3credits).  But many programs outside of 

Alberta will require 6 - 30-level courses at 5 credits each.   

❑ MY PASS: Ensure you have access to your My Pass Account. (see page 7) 

❑ VISIT SCHOOLS: If you haven’t already, attend Student Tours and Open Houses of potential schools 

to help you make decisions.  Many schools offer virtual information sessions and video tours. 

❑ DEADLINES: Know your deadlines for applications, tuition, scholarships, financial aid, housing, ... 

❑ $$$$: Researching and applying for scholarships, grants, bursaries, loans (Alberta Student Aid) 

❑ HAVE FUN & MAKE MEMORIES - find time to enjoy all that comes with the last year of high school 

and graduation.  You’ve worked hard for 13 years, so remember to savour the memories. 

Grade 12 Tools for Success: 

❑ MY PASS  
❑ My Blueprint 

❑ Alberta Education Writing Exams Resource: Guides, Exemplars, Support Documents 

(including previous exams), Diploma Exam Dates 

❑ BRAG SHEET GOOGLE COPY 

❑ Scholarship information: FFCA SHS > Student Information > Academic Guidance Counsellor > 

SHS SCHOLARSHIPS 

Interest, Post-Secondary, and Career Information and Surveys 

❑ My Blueprint (information about post-secondary programs and careers, interest and personality 

quizzes, portfolio, budgeting, resumes, etc...) 

❑ ALIS (post-secondary and career information – Alberta specific) 

o Know Yourself Quizzes 

o Holland Codes: Unlock a Career Choice that Feels Right 

o If you are searching for information about specific careers and their post-secondary 

education programs, start by to to OccInfo (go to Keyword Search) 

❑ Degree Hub (a survey that narrows down your interests to a field of study and programs in Canada) 

❑ 16 Personalities (Myers-Briggs Personality Types) - Possible Careers 

❑ University of Calgary Career Exploration Wheel Tool 

❑ University of Lethbridge – What Can I Do with my Major resources 

❑ Keirsey’s Four Temperments - Possible Careers (same list from 16 Personalities above) 

❑ Career One Stop – a US site for career guidance 

❑ My Next Move – a US site for career guidance 

❑ Volunteer Opportunities: A non-profit company offering training, consulting and project 

management. Propellus connects Calgarians to volunteer opportunities in the city. 
 

https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome
https://myblueprint.ca/
https://www.alberta.ca/writing-diploma-exams
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qmqVdLTZYeHGRZ6W22gVGWT5dxTXd3lFhE_w4gQ11bA/copy
https://shs.ffca-calgary.com/student_information/Academic_Guidance_Counsellor
https://shs.ffca-calgary.com/student_information/south_high_school_scholarships
https://app.myblueprint.ca/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/
https://alis.alberta.ca/careerinsite/know-yourself/
https://alis.alberta.ca/plan-your-career/learn-more-about-yourself/holland-codes-unlock-a-career-choice-that-feels-right/#:~:text=Holland%20Codes%20uses%20questions%20about,people%20identify%20suitable%20career%20paths.
https://alis.alberta.ca/occinfo/occupations-in-alberta/
https://degreehub.com/
https://www.16personalities.com/personality-types
https://www.marlissmelton.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Career-choices-MBTI-and-Keirsey.pdf
https://www.ucalgary.ca/career-personal-development/advising/plan-your-career
https://www.ulethbridge.ca/career-bridge/career-services/learn-about-careers/what-can-i-do-with-my-major
https://keirsey.com/
https://www.marlissmelton.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Career-choices-MBTI-and-Keirsey.pdf
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://www.volunteerconnector.org/
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MY PASS - https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome 

🎓 What is myPass? 

myPass is a secure online portal provided by Alberta Education that enables students to: 

• View high school course marks and credits 

• Access diploma exam marks 

• Register (and pay) for diploma exams or rewrites 

• View and print your Detailed Academic Report (DAR) 

• Monitor progress toward your high school credential (diploma or certificate) 

• Order official transcripts and diplomas/certificates (in English and French) 

• Request proof letters for name, age, or enrolment status 

• Manage transcript orders 

🧭 Why It Matters for Grade 12 Students: 

• Required for post-secondary applications — universities and colleges often need your official 

transcript, which you can deliver/upload directly from myPass  

• Diploma exams - view your exam results, but to arrange to write your dipoma exam if you take a 

course online 

• Transcripts support student post-secondary applications, loans, scholarships, etc...  all of which 

rely on accurate grades and credential information.  

• In Grade 10 CALM you were to register – if you cannot access it, send me your personal email and I 

can check if you are connected or not.  

MY PASS Videos to support you – review these: 

• Signing Up for MY PASS - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgQg-AWDehE 

• How to Use MY PASS - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_cVeGIZo_Q 

• Overview of MY PASS tiles - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27ZeWbtZZOA&t=91s 

• Ordering a Transcript - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tXQCuNSvb4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome
https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgQg-AWDehE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2_cVeGIZo_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27ZeWbtZZOA&t=91s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2tXQCuNSvb4
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GRADE 12 Year-at-a-Glance 
CHECKLISTS FROM ALIS.ALBERTA.CA 

The grade 12 checklist is broken into months in order to ensure that you stay on track throughout your final 
year of high school. 
 

August/September  

1) Make sure the Gr 12 courses you are taking right now meet the admission 

requirements for the post-secondary program and school you would like to 

attend. Admission requirements are available online, or for more information 

on other post-secondary schools, ask your guidance counsellor or visit the 

post-secondary school’s website 

a. Apply for a Social Insurance Number if you don't already have one.   

b. Ensure that you can access your MyPass account as you will need to use 

  it regularly 

c. Create your own checklist of deadlines for – these vary per institution: 
• Admissions applications 

• Financial aid & institution scholarship applications 

• Tuition 

• Housing 

• Materials you will need to submit. 

Tip: Keep all this information in a folder and record important dates in your calendar. 

d. Find out where and who to send your high school transcripts to. -

(especially if applying to schools outside of Alberta) - see page 13 

  Tip: Not sure where to start? Check out the post-secondary school’s  

  website or contact them directly. 
 

2) Check for upcoming Open Houses, and check for post-secondary presentations 

that are happening at our school. 

3) Start researching scholarships and bursaries.  

a. Use the SHS Scholarship Information Edsby Group to find more 

scholarship opportunities and on our SHS Website.   

b. Bookmark anything that interests you online and/or print paper copies 

of post-secondary student funding programs and scholarships.  Reach 

out to people that you believe can act as scholarship references for you. 

Tip: Get a head-start and begin to fill out applications now… send them in before the 

deadline. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/sin/apply.html
https://public.education.alberta.ca/PASI/mypass/welcome
http://education.alberta.ca/students/transcripts.aspx
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/plan-your-education/planning-for-post-secondary-grade-12-checklist/
https://shs.ffca-calgary.com/student_information/Academic_Guidance_Counsellor
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4) Update your portfolio / Student Brag Sheet to showcase all your 

accomplishments in school, volunteer work, jobs, hobbies, sports or other 

extra-curricular experiences.  
a. You made a website portfolio in Gr 10 CALM with FFCA  

b. you can use your My Blueprint portfolio for keeping notes too 

c. STUDENT BRAG SHEET – for teacher support in recommendations, you need to provide them 

this document  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BiqBGtUREpKvvOnuJF4UUwHDbXPlKCtx-

sqvrNRwWlU/copy 

• You Should Know... 
• Your Grade 11 marks and Semester 1 Grade 12 marks usually count heavily in post-

secondary admissions. 

• Some post-secondary programs have earlier application deadlines. Check application 

deadlines for the post-secondary schools that interest you. 
 
 

October 
1) Check your calendar… most Alberta post-secondary institutions open applications 

on October 1 (and continue to accept applications into the new year, so you don’t need to 

rush until you have gathered relevant information; however, know what your institution expects 
– ie. Some SAIT programs fill-up within the first day applications open) 
 

2) Application Tip: Apply Alberta is a great place to start. It is an online application 
system that will let students apply to one or more post-secondary institutions and 
authorize transcript transfers between participating institutions in the province.  If 

you are looking at applying to other provinces or countries, they will have their own application system. 

• See the Post-Secondary Application Tip Sheet at the end of this checklist (on page 13) for 

helpful information about the post-secondary application process. 

• Continue to check and apply for scholarships from both public and private sources such as 

churches, community groups, the government or minority organizations.  

• To get financial aid, you will have to apply for it once your program is confirmed. Visit the 

Student Aid website to get further information 

 Tip: Some post-secondary schools have separate financial aid application forms called institutional 

aid applications. Do some research and find  out if this is an available option for you!  You can also 

check with your bank about student aid to know the options available to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://alis.alberta.ca/look-for-work/resumes-and-references/how-to-build-a-job-portfolio/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BiqBGtUREpKvvOnuJF4UUwHDbXPlKCtx-sqvrNRwWlU/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BiqBGtUREpKvvOnuJF4UUwHDbXPlKCtx-sqvrNRwWlU/copy
https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/plan-your-education/planning-for-post-secondary-grade-12-checklist/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/pay-for-your-education/alberta-student-aid/
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November 

▪ Check your calendar 

▪ Continue to search and apply for scholarships and other sources of financial aid. 

▪Check to see if you can apply to scholarships/awards/funding to any university or 

college you’ve applied to (some dates come up by the end of November – others in 

the new year).  If you get a program offer and accept it, you may get a financial 

award. Often you can apply for awards once you’ve applied to a program (whether 

you’ve been accepted yet or not – such as at UCalgary).   

You Should Know... 

• There is a fee involved when requesting your transcripts for out of province 

applications.  These need to be requested on MyPass and they will be sent 

directly from Alberta Education. 

• If you plan on living in residence on campus, apply now. Many places offer 

accommodation on a first come, first serve basis. 
 

December 
▪ Check your calendar!  Some deadlines for scholarships and applications could be 

coming soon! 

▪ You may start receiving conditional offers from post-secondary institutions.  Ensure 

that you fully read the offer to understand the conditions that you must meet and 

the deadline for acceptance of the offer.  These deadlines can come quickly so make 

sure that you don’t miss them.  Realize that even after accepting the offer, you must 

meet all conditions at the end of the school year to maintain your spot. 

▪ That being said, most post-secondary institutions only make 20% of their offers by 

January, so if you haven’t received an offer, don’t panic!  Keep your eye on your 

student portal for updates of admission status and any requirements that you need 

to meet for acceptance. 

▪ Start getting ready for January Diploma exams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/plan-your-education/planning-for-post-secondary-grade-12-checklist/


   

 

  11 

 

January 

▪ Check your calendar!  Some deadlines for scholarships and applications could be 

coming soon!  Make note of all of your summative and Diploma exam dates. 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ Continue to work hard and finish semester 1 strong! 

▪ Continuously check, search, and apply for scholarships, grants and bursaries. 
 

February 
▪ Check your calendar for any upcoming application deadlines.  Many programs have 

February 1 deadlines. 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ Watch announcements and Edsby for scholarships including the scholarships 

offered by FFCA. 
 

March 

▪ Check your calendar!  Many deadlines are March 1! 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ If you are considering a student loan and would like to learn more about the loan 

process, check out the Student Aid Alberta web site. 

▪ Think about ways to earn and save money for your post-secondary education… 

consider a summer job. 
 

April 

▪ Check your calendar!  Some deadlines could be coming soon! 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ Continue to make long-range plans with your family about how you're going to pay 

for post-secondary education and where you’re going to live. 

▪ Create a folder and put all your post-secondary materials (applications, transcripts, 

student funding information, etc.) in it for safe keeping. 

 

 

https://www.alberta.ca/system/files/custom_downloaded_images/edc-diploma-exam-schedule.pdf
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/plan-your-education/planning-for-post-secondary-grade-12-checklist/
https://alis.alberta.ca/explore-education-and-training/pay-for-your-education/alberta-student-aid/
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May 

▪ Check your calendar!  Some deadlines could be coming soon! 

▪ Most offers of admission are made by May.  As soon as you have decided which 

offer to accept, notify the post-secondary school of your decision. 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ When you hear back from a post-secondary school, remember to put your Student 

ID Number in the special folder you created. You will use these quite often in the 

future. 

▪ If you are placed on a post-secondary school's waiting list and intend to enroll if 

accepted, call or write the Admissions Office to ask how to strengthen your 

application or to find out your standing. 

▪ If you’re considering student funding, you can apply online. 
 

June 

▪ Keep your eye on your student portal for updates of admission status and any 

requirements that you need to meet for acceptance. 

▪ Make sure that you have your student loan applications in by the middle of July so 

you can receive the funds you need by the time school starts. 

▪ If you have accepted admission offers from more than one post-secondary school, 

make a firm decision on which school you will attend in the fall.  

  Tip: To help you decide, evaluate what’s important to you like location,  

 class sizes, programs offered, student services, graduate employment  

 rates, etc. 

▪ Review and ensure you meet requests for deposits, housing information, and other 

information relevant to you from the post-secondary school you will be attending. 

▪ Make note of all of your summative and Diploma exam dates. 

Congratulations, high school graduate! Good luck on an exciting and successful 

future!  

  

July 

 ▪ Make sure you apply for the Rutherford Scholarship after all Diploma exam marks 

are reported. 

http://studentaid.alberta.ca/applying-for-funding/
https://www.alberta.ca/system/files/custom_downloaded_images/edc-diploma-exam-schedule.pdf
http://studentaid.alberta.ca/scholarships/alberta-scholarships/alexander-rutherford-scholarship/
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Grade 12 Post-Secondary Application Tip Sheet 
➢ Where to Go to Apply 

• Alberta-Apply Alberta *some post-secondary institutions require you to also apply 

directly through them, so also go to the institution website to check if that is necessary 

(for example-the University of Alberta requires this) 

• BC-Education BC Planner 

• Ontario-Ontario Universities Application Centre 

• All other provinces in Canada-no centralized system-apply from the post-

secondary institution website 

• United States-Common App  

• United Kingdom - UCAS )  = a comprehensive list of post-secondary institutions in 

the UK 

o Information regarding study in the UK: Across the Pond – 

www.studyacrossthepond.com  

• Other International Schools-start by going to the school website  

 

➢ Important Terminology 
• Early Admission-early admission means that you are applying to post-secondary 

institutions for the next school year before you have grade 12 grades.  You will be able 

to start applying in October/early November of your grade 12 year. 

 Most post-secondary institutions open applications on October 1.  You will apply 

using your grade 11 grades and predicted grade 12 grades.   

 Don’t panic if you don’t receive an offer right away, institutions have told us that 

they typically have only made 20% of their offers by the end of December 

 

• Rolling Admission-most post-secondary institutions have rolling admission, meaning 

that after you apply in the fall, they keep going back to reevaluate your application.   

 You do not need to reapply for this to happen, but you may need to provide 

updated grades and other information, so it is important to regularly be checking 

your launchpad/portal/e-mail 

• Conditional Offer-most offers are conditional until final marks are reported 

by Alberta Education in July.   
 When you receive an offer, read through it carefully to find out when your 

deadline to respond is and what the conditions of your offer are.  Typically, the 

https://www.applyalberta.ca/
https://www.educationplannerbc.ca/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.ucas.com/
http://www.studyacrossthepond.com/
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conditions are based on the completion of required courses and maintaining a 

certain grade or average.   

 Failure to meet these conditions may result in an offer being revoked.  **it is 

also important to note that all courses must be completed by mid-July to August 

1 depending on the institution, which means you cannot take the courses in 

summer school as you won’t have the opportunity to write diploma exams until 

the end of August.  All required courses must be completed by June exam dates. 

 

• Accepting an Offer-when you are ready to accept an offer, you will be 

required to pay a non-refundable deposit which goes toward your tuition.   
 If you are accepting a second choice offer and have not yet heard a final decision 

on your first choice, you will be able to move that deposit to your first choice if 

you end up receiving an offer.  If you decide to go to a different institution, you 

will lose your deposit (typically approximately $500) 

 

➢ Reporting Grades 

We often hear students say that they “will apply with these courses...”.  Ensure that you 

provide ALL course marks when applying for post-secondary.  The institution may accept 

courses that you don’t realize, and it may give you a higher competitive average.  Give them 

all of the information and they will use it to give you the best chance possible.  If you have 

grades that you are less than proud of, still give that information.  As long as they aren’t 

required courses for your program, these grades do not count against you. 

  For early admission averages, most post-secondary institutions use grade 11 marks 

until grade 12 marks are available.  Other institutions use your predicted grade 12 

marks, which should be optimistically realistic.  For this reason, it is essential that 

you provide all of the information that the institution asks for. 

  Alberta institutions take an average of five 30 level courses to make up your final 

average for acceptance.  Institutions in other provinces/countries may require six 30 

level courses to make up your final average.  **It is important to ensure that 

you have the required courses and enough additional courses to make 

up your acceptance average. 
  If you are applying to post-secondary institutions in Alberta, you do not have to 

provide any official mark statements or transcripts (unless directly requested) as 

they access them through Apply Alberta/My Pass.  You will receive a notification on 

My Pass when an institution has requested your grades. 

  If you are applying to post-secondary institutions outside of Alberta, you will need to 

send them an official transcript when they request it.  These are ordered directly 

through My Pass.  There is a minimal ($10) fee, and they send it directly to the 
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institution.  They may ask you to send a transcript from your school (as this is how it 

works in some places), but this is not something that the school can do for you as it 

must come directly from Alberta Education to include all courses taken. 

➢ Competitive Average versus Minimum Requirement 
➢ All post-secondary programs will list minimum requirements in terms of required courses 

(and sometimes minimum grades) in order to qualify for the program.   

➢ Most, but not all, post-secondary institutions are also competitive.  Competitive programs 

mean that they take the applicants with the highest averages into the program and, 

therefore, the minimum grade requirements will likely not be enough.  It is important to 

find out if your program/institution of choice has a competitive average.   

➢ It is also important to note that these averages are all approximations-it depends each year 

on how many people apply and the grades these people present, so the average needed to 

get into a program may be higher or lower than the posted competitive average.  This gives 

you a good idea of the marks needed to, historically, get into this program but does not 

guarantee you a spot as each year is unique. 

➢ For non-competitive programs, many are a first-come (who meet minimum requirements), 

first-placed so it is important to apply early.  Some programs at SAIT and Bow Valley College 

will fill up in the first few hours, for example. 

 

➢ Your Launchpad/Portal/E-Mail 
• Once you have applied to an institution, you will receive a Student ID number, an e-mail 

address, and access to a student portal (sometimes called a launchpad or something 

similar).   

• It is important that you regularly check in on your e-mail and portal as this is where 

updated information will be posted, including any checklists of required information 

they still need, application updates, important dates, class registration dates, tuition 

payment dates, housing information, etc.  It is your responsibility to stay on top of this 

information and meet any deadlines, so check weekly. 

 

➢ Don’t Forget that Universities Are NOT the Only Option 

There are some fantastic programs happening at other post-secondary 

institutions, some of which even surpass university programming.   

• For example, SAIT’s Business Program has been ranked #1 in Canada and #49 in 

the world!  And their Hospitality and Tourism program is #1 in Canada and #14 in 

the world! https://www.sait.ca/media-centre/media-releases/sait-tops-

ceoworld-canadian-schools  

• Bow Valley College’s Social Work program is so desirable, due to the fact that 

their instructors are all working in the industry and very in tune with the reality 

https://www.sait.ca/media-centre/media-releases/sait-tops-ceoworld-canadian-schools
https://www.sait.ca/media-centre/media-releases/sait-tops-ceoworld-canadian-schools
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of the career today, the program typically fills within the first 15 minutes of 

applications opening. 

These programs are often non-competitive and based on meeting the  minimum 

requirements.  They also, typically, have incredibly high percentages of students working in their 

field after completion of the program due to the hands-on approach and work-integrated-learning 

(WIL) that many of these programs take.  These are great institutions to consider, especially if you 

may not have the competitive average for a university program.  

• TRANSFER: If university is still your end goal, many of these college 

programs offer transfer opportunities to university. 

 

➢ Online Courses: We have wondered if post-secondary institutions look at grades from 

online courses differently than those from in-person classes.  We don’t know about all post-

secondary institutions, but we do know that some institutions consider students who have 

taken online courses as a potential strike against them.  This does not disqualify you, and it 

does seem to depend on the circumstances, for example, are you taking an online course to 

be able to fit more courses into your schedule, but some institutions have told us that if it 

came down to a student with online courses versus one with only in-person courses, the 

student with the online courses would be considered to have a “point against them”. 

 

➢ Considering a Gap Year? 

 Taking a gap year can be helpful for many students.  Perhaps you need 

time to work to finance school.  Perhaps you would like more time to 

figure out what career you are considering pursuing.  Perhaps you would 

like time to travel.  Perhaps you need a break from school.  Gap years 

can provide lots of opportunities, but you need to plan how you are 

going to use the time, otherwise it ends up being wasted playing video 

games in your parents’ basement.  There are many programs that allow 

you to use your gap year to it’s fullest.  Some to look into are: 

 Mind the Gap-Fusion Collegiate 

 Go Overseas Gap Year Programs 

 Can Gap 

 Gap Force 

 Outward Bound Canada 

 Go Abroad Gap Year Programs 

 

https://fusioncollegiate.ca/mind-the-gap/
https://www.gooverseas.com/gap-year/canada
https://www.cangap.ca/
https://gapforce.org/ca/gap-year-programs
https://www.outwardbound.ca/
https://www.goabroad.com/gap-year/search/canada/gap-year-1
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Important Information and Dates for FFCA GRADUATES 

 

Grad Photos - January Exams 

➢ We ask that, regardless of intention to purchase, that all grads book a sitting 

so that you will have a photo in the yearbook. 

FFCA Scholarship Applications-Applications Open – March 16th, 2025 

-Application Close- April  23rd , 2025 (11:59pm) 

➢ There are a number of scholarships available to FFCA students.  Information 

about these scholarships can be found here:  https://shs.ffca-

calgary.com/student_information/south_high_school_scholarships 

➢ Valedictorian Applications: 

o Students who wish to be considered for Valedictorian need to apply 

through the FFCA Scholarship Application of the Valedictorian 

Grad Walk -  FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2026 

➢ Grad is an annual tradition at FFCA.  It provides an opportunity for the graduates to look 

back over their educational past while also serving as role models for our younger students.   

➢ Gown Pick Up for this event is at 8:30 in the morning – then you keep it, and keep it 

CLEAN and IRONED, bringing it to the ceremony 

 

Grad Cap Pick Up – TBA 

➢ All students will be required to pick up their cap this week. 

➢ Students may decorate the top. 

➢ This provides families with the opportunity to take photos prior to graduation. 

Graduation Ceremony- Thursday, June 25th, 2026 

➢ This event is open to all friends and family members of the graduate as an opportunity to 

celebrate their achievement. 

https://shs.ffca-calgary.com/student_information/south_high_school_scholarships
https://shs.ffca-calgary.com/student_information/south_high_school_scholarships
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➢ We will be sharing the space with the North High School who will have their ceremony 

before ours. 

➢ Grads to arrive by TBA 

Graduation Banquet- Thursday, June 25th, 2026 

➢ The graduation banquet is intended to be a family event, where families can commemorate 

this day. There will be a buffet dinner followed by a short program and a short dance. 

➢ Doors open at 6pm – dinner is served at 7pm 

 

*More detailed Graduation information will come at a later date in a revised version of this Grade 12 

Handbook.   
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